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Let’s Keep The Point 
Loma Democratic Club 
Strong For 2013!
Annual Membership Dues
Dues received November 1, 2012 or later 
will join or renew thru December 31, 2013

•$5 student in full-time education

•$20 individual

•$30 for a household

•$50 per person sustaining member

•$100 patron

Members may request a paper version of 
the newsletter to be mailed to a U.S. 
address. Patrons will be listed on the Club 
website unless they request otherwise.

Checks should be sent to:
The Point Loma Democratic Club, PO 
Box 7802, San Diego, CA 92167

Please be sure to clearly print your name, 
mailing address, and email address.

Dec 9 – Annual Holiday 
Party
Annual Holiday Party of  the Point Loma 
Democratic Club, at the home of  our 
Club President Ruth Rollins.

The Club’s favorite Democrat, former 
Assembly Member Howard Wayne, will 
present his analysis of  where our Party 
stands headed into 2013. The Club will 
provide turkey, ham, and drinks. The cost 
will be $10.00 per person, or $5.00 if  
you bring a potluck dish to share.

The Club will be collecting unwrapped 
new toys for the Christmas toy program 
of  the Western Service Workers 
Association.
Here’s a list of  toys that are needed:

Hot Wheels/Toy Trucks, Cars, 
Trains
Barbie or Other Similar Dolls
Soccer balls, Basket Balls, Footballs
Art Kits, Science Kits, Craft Kits
Board Games
Skate Boards, Scooters, Bikes
Tea/Bake Sets
Popular Music CDs appropriate for 
teenagers
Action Figures/Spiderman, 
Superman, Transformers
Baby Toys
Soccer Shoes & Soccer Gear
Computers & Computer Games/X-
Box

Musical Toys/Instruments
Legos/Building Toys
School Supplies
New Clothing for Children (all ages, 
from new born to teenagers/adult 
sizes)

Cash/Check Donations are also 
welcome.

You may also pay your 2013 Member 
dues at the party.

For additional information, please call 
Ruth at (619) 222-9344

4:00 PM 1268 Savoy St, San Diego, CA 
92107

Lincoln, the movie
Lincoln is a 2012 historical drama film 
directed and produced by Steven Spielberg, 
starring Daniel Day-Lewis as United States 
President Abraham Lincoln and Sally Field 
as Mary Todd Lincoln.

The screenplay was written by Tony 
Kushner and was based on the book, A 
Team of  Rivals, by Doris Kearns 
Goodwin. It took six years to write and 
film, two years longer than the Civil War 
itself.

The Thanksgiving weekend shows, such as 
Meet the Press, Up with Chris Hayes and 
MSNBC Weekends with Alex Witt all 
featured interviews and discussions about 
this movie. Apparently, everyone in 
punditocracy immediately flocked to see 
this movie. And everyone agrees that 
Daniel Day-Lewis has nailed Lincoln for all 
time, even Doris Kearns Goodwin. In the 
interview with Alex Witt, Goodwin said 
she felt as if  Lincoln were “back again.” 
When I saw the movie, I never felt as if  I 
were watching an actor, but actually 
Lincoln, so I understood what she was 
expressing. During the interview, she 
explained that the movie stays true to 
history and is as rooted in history as 
possible, from the wall paper and carpeting 
in the White House, to the books on the 
shelves.

The focus of  the film is the last four months 
of  Lincoln’s life, and the legislative battle to 
pass through the House of  Representatives,  
the 13th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution, ending slavery.  Chris Hayes 
described this story as “…what is the most 
elevated and the most corrupt in 
democratic politics and the inescapable 
logic of  compromise.” Mr. Hayes went on 
to say that this movie is the greatest 
sustained, artistic mediation on these two 
themes (1. the elevated versus the corrupt 
and 2. the logic of  compromise) in the 
context of  American politics that he has 

ever seen, one with interesting similarities 
to our current situation. Goodwin 
expressed, during her interview with Witt, 
that our current leaders could learn from 
Lincoln and his ability to work with his 
rivals to achieve the greater good.

On Meet the Press, Ken Burns, whose new 
movie, The Central Park Five, explores 
racial issues, expressed that we are still 
dealing with our original sin of  slavery. The 
horrible, grand bargain made explicit 
during the film was the concession by the 
great abolitionist, Thaddeus Stevens 
(played by Tommy Lee Jones) of  
Pennsylvania, that all persons are equal in 
the eyes of  the law, not that all persons are 
equal.

The practicality of  the situation demanded 
that slavery be prohibited first, before 
equality could be addressed. Al Sharpton 
stated on Meet the Press that this was the 
most striking part of  the film for him, 
this necessity for the purist to back down in 
order to get things done, to create the 
greater good. During the Meet the Press 
discussion, it was noted by David Brooks 
that compromise can stain your soul and 
that a great leader, such as Lincoln, realizes 
that he must take on the sins of  the country 
to achieve what is needed for this greater 
good.

In David Brooks’ New York Times column 
of  November 22, Why We Love Politics, 
he sums up what the story of  the film 
meant to him:

“…you can do more good in politics than 
in any other sphere. You can end slavery, 
open opportunity and fight poverty. But 
you can achieve these things only if  you 
are willing to stain your own character in 
order to serve others — if  you are willing 
to bamboozle, trim, compromise and be 
slippery and hypocritical..Politics doesn’t 
produce many Lincolns, but it does 
produce some impressive people, and 
sometimes, great results. Take a few hours 
from the mall. See the movie.” 

I agree. Go see it. Besides, it’s going to be 
all that we talk about for the next month. 
You’re going to be lost if  you don’t.
Susan Peinado

Man-made Climate 
Change and American 
Exceptionalism
PBS recently premiered the latest Ken 
Burns documentary. Over four hours the 
two-part film details the causes behind 
some of  the large scale destructive power of 
climate change and the resulting human 
misery. Burns also shows the leadership and 
vision of  the President and the work of  
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http://goo.gl/maps/V76Ia
http://goo.gl/maps/V76Ia
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1451688091?ie=UTF8&creativeASIN=1451688091&linkCode=xm2&tag=johnloug-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1451688091?ie=UTF8&creativeASIN=1451688091&linkCode=xm2&tag=johnloug-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1451688091?ie=UTF8&creativeASIN=1451688091&linkCode=xm2&tag=johnloug-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1451688091?ie=UTF8&creativeASIN=1451688091&linkCode=xm2&tag=johnloug-20
http://www.doriskearnsgoodwin.com/
http://www.doriskearnsgoodwin.com/
http://www.doriskearnsgoodwin.com/
http://www.doriskearnsgoodwin.com/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032608/vp/49955657#49955657
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032608/vp/49955657#49955657
http://tv.msnbc.com/2012/11/23/saturdays-guests-nov-24-tony-kushner-on-lincoln-and-obama-wal-mart-black-friday-and-the-culture-of-consumption-the-future-of-obamacare/
http://tv.msnbc.com/2012/11/23/saturdays-guests-nov-24-tony-kushner-on-lincoln-and-obama-wal-mart-black-friday-and-the-culture-of-consumption-the-future-of-obamacare/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2380247/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2380247/
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/23/opinion/brooks-why-we-love-politics.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/23/opinion/brooks-why-we-love-politics.html
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Trenz Pruca
4321 First Street
Anytown, State ZIP

government scientists to address the 
problems during a time of  great economic 
uncertainty. Although the film is 
concerned with the events of  the 1930s the 
parallels to the droughts, storms and 
needed economic solutions of  today are 
clear.

As David Remnick writes in the New 
Yorker

… Obama must now defeat an especially 
virulent form of  magical thinking, 
entrenched on Capitol Hill and elsewhere: 
that a difficulty delayed is a difficulty 
allayed. Part of  American exceptionalism 
is that, historically, this country has been 
the exceptional polluter and is therefore 
exceptionally responsible for leading the 
effort to heal the planet. It will be a colossal 
task, enlisting science, engineering, 
technology, regulation, legislation, and 
persuasion. We have seen the storms, the 
droughts, the costs, and the chaos; we know 
what lies in store if  we fail to take action. 
The effort should begin with a sustained 
Presidential address to the country, perhaps 
from the Capitol, on Inauguration Day. It 
was there that John Kennedy initiated a 
race to the moon—meagre stakes 
compared with the health of  the planet we 
inhabit.

THE DUST BOWL chronicles the worst 
man-made ecological disaster in American 
history, in which the frenzied wheat boom 
of  the “Great Plow-Up,” followed by a 

decade-long drought during the 1930s 
nearly swept away the breadbasket of  the 
nation. Vivid interviews with twenty-six 
survivors of  those hard times, combined 
with dramatic photographs and seldom 
seen movie footage, bring to life stories of  
incredible human suffering and equally 
incredible human perseverance. It is also a 
morality tale about our relationship to the 
land that sustains us—a lesson we ignore at 
our peril.
John Loughlin

Dec 16 – San Diego 
County Democratic 
Party – Annual Holiday 
Party
This year, rather than a fundraiser, the 
party will serve as a “thank you” event free 
of  charge for all the supporters who helped 
achieve our many victories in 2012.

When
Sunday, December 16, at 7:00 PM

Where
Societe Brewing Company
8262 Clairemont Mesa Blvd, San Diego 
CA 92111
just steps away from the County Party 
Headquarters (across Industrial Park Drive)

Beer will be served at a cash bar, and 
complimentary appetizers will be provided.

If  you’re coming, please RSVP to 
info@sddemocrats.org

Jan 27 – The Political 
Home For Pro-Israel, 
Pro-Peace Americans – 
J Street Organization
Our program will be presented by The J 
Street Organization, “The Political Home 
For Pro-Israel, Pro-Peace Americans”. 
Discover more at www.jstreet.org

3.30-5.30pm

Point Loma Assembly, 3035 Talbot Street, 
San Diego, CA
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