
Apr 27 - Monthly Meeting – 
Susan Guinn & Ed Harris 
Answer Your Questions
Susan Guinn is running for County 
Assessor/Recorder/Clerk
As a consumer advocate attorney for over 
twenty years, Susan Guinn has spent her 
career fighting to make sure people get a fair 
deal. Passionate about consumer rights, with a 
proven track record of  results, she has 
protected taxpayers from fraudulent taxes and 
fees. She fought for families and businesses to 
collect from insurance companies after 
catastrophic losses, working tirelessly to win a 
$3.3 billion dollar settlement for county 
government.
The backlog in the assessor’s office is costing 
hardworking San Diego County families and 
businesses money. She will modernize old 
systems and outdated practices, which cause 
inefficiencies costing taxpayers, ensuring we 
aren’t stuck paying more than our fair share.
Susan Guinn is not a career politician. She is 
a successful business woman and community 
volunteer. She has been a Board Member of  
the Consumer Attorneys of  California; 
Equality California; the St. Paul’s Foundation; 
and, is a Co-Founder along with her son Max 
of  KidsEcoClub. She is also Chair of  the San 
Diego Unified School District’s 
Environmental Sustainability Committee.
Ed Harris
San Diego City Councilperson, and Pt. Loma 
Democratic Club member, Ed Harris returns 
to give us his impressions of  his first weeks 
sitting in the seat of  power, on a podium high 
above us everyday citizens.
Club member Ed Harris was appointed by 
the other City Council members to 
be our District 2 representative. Between now 
and the end of  the year Ed may be called on 
to vote on a minimum wage increase, 
infrastructure bonds, and housing for the 
homeless as well as traffic control, safe water, 
libraries, parks, and job growth.
What does “a normal guy, a normal Joe,” as 
Harris describes himself, feels like removed 
from a beach existence guarding human 
lives, to the super heated cauldron of  San 
Diego’s local politics? What has excited him 
and what are his first impressions of  his new 
position still making decisions that will affect 
human lives?
It’s a great opportunity to share our concerns 
and ask questions: what will he be doing to 
make a smooth transition for Sarah? what 
goals does he have for his time in office? how 
can we help him achieve those goals? will he 
protect the coastal 30’ height limit?
What questions would you like to ask our 
newest Councilperson? Come along to give 
Ed input, to make sure he understands our 
concerns for our communities.
Ed Harris is a lifeguard and union leader 
from San Diego, California. He was 

appointed April 7, 2014, to the San Diego 
City Council District 2, representing the 
communities of  Pacific Beach, Mission 
Beach, Ocean Beach, Point Loma, Bay Ho, 
Bay Park, Morena, and Midway. Harris 
served in the U.S. Marine Corps from 1984 
through 1988, attaining rank of corporal. He 
has been a lifeguard for the City of  San Diego 
since 1989. In addition, Harris is a longtime 
leader of  the city’s lifeguard union.
Ed’s married, has two children, and lives 
in Point Loma. He has endorsed Democrat 
Sarah Boot to succeed him in the upcoming 
June 3rd Election. 
4:00PM - 5:30PM
Point Loma Assembly, 3035 Talbot St

May 10 – In Memoriam 
Robert DeVries
Sadly, Robert DeVries passed away on 
March 20, 2014, the first day of Spring. 
He had been suffering from cancer for 
the last several months, we are grateful he 
suffers no more.
The Memorial Service will be
May 10, 2014 1:00 P.M. at
Saint Andrews By-The-Sea Episcopal 
Church in Pacific Beach.
Casual attire is perfectly acceptable.
1050 Thomas Ave, San Diego, CA 92109
858-273-3022
Simon Mainwaring, Rector

Robert Orr DeVries was born March 27, 
1942 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin; the son of 
Harry DeVries and Mary Katherine Orr 
DeVries.Robert spent most of his youth 
in Michigan and graduated from Ann 
Arbor High School, Ann Arbor 
Michigan in 1968.
Robert followed his interest in history 
and politics while attending the College 
of  Wooster. And then graduating from 
the University of  Michigan with a BA 
American History / Political Science – 
May 1964 and then an MA American 
History / Political Science – Aug 1965
For his profession Robert chose the 
Health Care Insurance Industry. 
He worked for 45 years for a variety of  
companies and in different fields of  the 
insurance industry from the Midwest to 
San Diego. His positions in order were 
with:
Railroad Retirement Board
Financial Auditor, Blue Shield of  
California
Claims Examiner, San Diego Foundation 
for Medical Care
Pacific Network Representative, 
Community Care Network
Aetna until retirement in 2012.
Robert’s attention to detail was commended 
by his numerous employee awards.
Robert was committed to his community 
and the United States. His strong belief  
in the democratic process was shown by 
his commitment to the Point Loma 
Democratic Club. Robert was newsletter 
editor and wrote regular articles for their 

newsletter over a 20+ year period. He 
served as the President of  the Club as 
well as an active member on the 
San Diego County Democratic Central 
Committee for over a decade.
Robert attended over ten State 
Democratic Conventions as a delegate.
Robert Received the Vince Andrade / 
Making A Difference Award for 2002 for 
his decades of  service to the California 
Democratic Party. Robert supported and 
volunteered on many campaigns for over 
half  a century, the first being Adlai 
Stevenson for President in 1956, and 
most recently Scott Peters for Congress in 
2012.
Robert described himself  as a Pro-Life 
Democrat. By this he meant that his two 
main values were religion and politics. 
Robert’s first and highest loyalty was to 
Jesus Christ. Those Christians who knew 
him well learned much about faith from 
him. He was a model Christian in all 
parts of  his life. Robert read the Bible 
and his book shelves were full of religious 
studies. He gave his time to the church by 
becoming part of the Altar Guild and 
donated to missionary work in Africa.
Robert’s third passion was for exploring 
the National Parks of  America. Over the 
years he planned vacations in order to 
visit new parks and was able to visit most, 
if  not all, of  the National Parks.
He will be missed.
In lieu of  flowers, donations may be made 
to one of  Robert’s two favorite charities.
Final Frontiers Foundation
1200 Peachtree Street
Louisville, GA, 30434
800-522-4324
or
The California Wolf  Center
PO Box 1389
Julian, CA 92036
619-234-WOLF (9653)
Please forward this obituary to other 
family members and friends.
You are welcome to contact Robert’s family:
Kate Parmelee 1-907-887-1113
Scott Strohecker 1-619-223-9417

Notes From March’s Meeting 
on the Barrio Logan 
Community Plan
Welcome and Introductions
Club President Susan Peinado welcomed 
and introduced Dallin Young from the 
California Democratic Party and 
representative from the Campaign to Re-
Elect Congressman Scott Peters. He 
requested volunteer canvassers every 
weekend until the election in June. You can 
contact Dallin at d.young@cadem.org
Susan welcomed and introduced Carla 
Keehn, candidate for San Diego Superior 
Court Judge Number 20. She provided a 
brief  overview of  her background and 
campaign (carlakeehnforjudge.com). Carla 
Keehn was endorsed by the club, 
unanimously.
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She thanked everyone that attended the Point 
Loma Meet and Greet at Ruth Rollins house. 
She also announced that she received the 
endorsement of  many national women’s 
groups. Ms. Boot asked for volunteers and 
encouraged people to attend the OB Town 
Council debate on Wednesday night.
Susan welcomed and introduced Michelle 
Hagan, candidate for Superior Court Judge 
Number 25. She directed the audience to her 
website www.haganforjudge.com. Michelle 
Hagan was endorsed by the club, unanimously.
Susan welcomed and introduced Dr. Mike 
McQuary, candidate for San Diego School 
District C (Coastal). He will be visiting each 
of  the district schools to engage persons in a 
dialogue on education. He encouraged 
attendees to attend his kick-off  event 
(drmike4schools.com). Dr. Mike McQuary 
was endorsed by the club, unanimously.
Ms. Peinado then welcomed and thanked 
new club members and guests.
Guest Speakers on the Topic of  “Barrio 
Logan: Community or Industry, Who 
Decides in Our Democracy?”
Mr. Will Moore (immediate past counsel to 
the County Democratic Party) moderated 
this month’s main program, which focused 
on the Barrio Logan Community Plan, 
which will be on the ballot this June, and 
included presentations from the following 
two individuals:

Georgette Gomez, EHC
EHC is dedicated to achieving 
environmental and social justice. They 
believe that justice is accomplished by 
empowered communities acting together to 
make social change. They organize and 
advocate to protect public health and the 
environment threatened by toxic pollution. 
EHC supports broad efforts that create a just 
society and that foster a healthy and 
sustainable quality of  life.

Bruce Coons, SOHO
Through education, advocacy, and 
stewardship SOHO’s mission is to preserve, 
promote and support preservation of  the 
architectural, cultural and historical links 
and landmarks that contribute to the 
community identity, depth and character of  
our region.
Georgette and Bruce encouraged club 
members to vote ‘yes’ on Prop B & C and to 
essentially approve the community plan that was 
formed by the community planning process.
As one member commented after the meeting:
I thought the presentation was very relevant. The 
point was stressed that every community action plan 
would be at risk if  Barrio Logan succumbs. Even if  
all the residents and City Council approve, millions of 
dollars could be down the drain. Any community plan 
could be invalidated. We all now know to vote yes on 
B and C!

Treasurer’s Report – Barbara Houlton
Barbara was absent but Susan reported that we had 
3 renewals and 3 new members.

Events Committee – Mike Johnson
Mike announced the club will have a booth 
at the OB Street Fair on June 28th and he 
requested volunteers to sign up for two hour 
shifts to help run the booth. (619) 991-0105

President’s Report – Susan Peinado
Susan announced the passing of  club 
member Robert Devries and comments 
were made memorializing his long-time 
contributions to civic engagement. A 
moment of  silence followed.
Susan announced the club will be honored at 
the Roosevelt Dinner on April 5th as the San 
Diego County Democratic Club of  the Year.

GO Team Liaison – Nancy Witt
Nancy provided an overview of  the GO 
Team wherein volunteers go to Democrats 
and decline-to-states with a list of  all 
endorsed candidates and initiatives. Training 
sessions are coming up.
Upcoming Events and Announcements
Club member John Hartley updated the 
audience on the Neighborhoods for Clean 
Elections Campaign. Their goal is to put a 
clean election initiative on the ballot in 
2016. He showed a brief  clip of  Bill Moyers 
movie on clean elections.
Notes: Gretchen Kinney Newsom, Secretary
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