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Jul 28 – Monthly Meeting 
– The Climate Reality 
Project
The Climate Reality Project, founded and 
chaired by former Vice President and 
Nobel Laureate Al Gore, is dedicated to 
unleashing a global cultural movement 
demanding action on the climate crisis.

Despite overwhelming international 
scientific consensus on climate change, the 
global community still lacks the resolve to 
implement
meaningful solutions. Al Gore has 
personally trained over 4,000 presenters 
worldwide to deliver presentations in 
schools, homes, places of  worship, 
businesses and government forums. These 
presentations both educate people about 
climate change, and build local networks of 
climate activists who work in their own 
communities and countries demanding 
solutions.

One of  these trained presenters, Miranda 
Ko, is one of  the youngest at the 
organization and serves as the current 
Assistant District Manager for Southern 
California. She currently attends 
University of  California, San Diego and 
works at IGPP. Miranda will also be using 
this seminar opportunity to recruit the next 
climate leaders on behalf  of  Al Gore, so if  
you are interested please attend this 
seminar.
Miranda Ko was born and raised in Hong 
Kong, and attended school in Tokyo before 
coming to California. One of  the youngest 
trained presenter under Al Gore, Miranda 
has already worked at Sanyo, Clinton 
Global Initiative University, and Scripps 
Institution of  Oceanography at UCSD. 
Miranda currently attends the University of 
California, San Diego under a full 
scholarship. She studied at Stanford 
University.

In 2011, Miranda was awarded Green 
Goddess by Women’s Health Magazine for 
her work with Al Gore and The Climate 
Reality Project, working as the Assistant 
District Manager for Southern California. 
In 2012, she was awarded Climate Queen 
by the California Center for Sustainable 
Energy. She taught a course at the 
University of  California, San Diego on 
Presentation Skills and Personal Branding.

Miranda now lives in San Diego, CA. She 
works as a Seismic Data Analyst at the 
Scripps Institution of  Oceanography. In 
2013, she was awarded the Outstanding 
Student Paper Award by the American 
Geophysical Union for her research.

4-5:30PM Point Loma Assembly, 3035 
Talbot Street, San Diego, CA

Criminal Justice?
Informed voters realize that our criminal 
justice system suffers from injustices. It does  
not respect the rights of  all who come in 
contact; we are a nation who has become 
the world’s largest jailer, even ahead of  
Russia and China. Over the past thirty 
years, the prison population has increased 
by an astonishing 371%. Statistics indicate 
that with only 5% of  the world’s 
population, the U .S. has 25% of  the 
world’s prisoners! A 127% jump from 1987 
in cost, yet, in this same time period 
spending on higher education rose just 
21%. The question is: How do we go about 
dealing effectively with discrimination and 
unnecessary punishment for non-serious, 
non-violent and non-sexual offenders who 
fill our jails and prisons?

A film, The House I live In, presented May 
14 at Crawford High School and attended 
by several club members, thoughtfully 
depicts the negative effects of  a system, in 
which decades of  racially bias and 
ineffective criminal justice policies were 
established throughout our nation. 
Afterward the producer, David Kuhn, and 
the ACLU of  San Diego and Imperial 
Counties were there to take questions.

In this documentary victims were given the 
opportunity to tell their story. They partner 
with politically aware citizens willing to 
fight for change in California’s prisons, 
where staff  and prisoners experience 
extreme harm and “needless suffering and 
death” due to inadequate health care 
among other injustices. In its 2011 Brown 
v. Plata decision, the U.S. Supreme Court 
mandated that California must stop 
imprisoning so many people. The Court 
invoked the Constitution’s Eighth 
Amendment ban on cruel and unusual 
punishment. In reaction to this ruling, 
California, in The Public Safety 
Realignment Act (AB 109) enacted in 
October 2011, gave its 58 counties the 
power and responsibility to supervise non-
serious, non violent, and non-sexual 
offenders. Consequently, many counties 
are currently expanding jails and law 
enforcement budgets, instead of  garnering 
tools and incentives to reduce recidivism 
necessary to bring the Supreme Court’s 
mandate to fruition. The State must 
provide guidance to the Counties to 
implement rehabilitation of  the offender 
or, otherwise, the serious problem will be 
perpetrated.

Most residents of  California are aware of  
the impact the Three Strikes Law 
(www.facts1.net) and The War on Drugs 
have made in our prisons. After the film, 
The egregious effects of  these laws became 
personal to us in a plea by Jeremy Stewart’s 
mother, Elizabeth Stewart, who spoke for 

release of  her son from his medieval 
sentence of  seventy years to life, whichever 
comes first, for what amounts to property 
theft . Yes, there were bad choices on his 
part to steal and use crystal meth. His 
crimes are non-violent youthful offenses for 
which many could be accused and many 
have overcome through drug treatment or 
minor citations. Jeremy does not qualify for 
Proposition 36’s reduced sentencing 
opportunity passed by voters in 2012. 
There are hundreds like him in the system 
and as tax payers we pay the bill. 
According to his mother 3 million is the 
price tag placed on Jeremy’s incarceration. 
Oh I should point out in 60 years he is 
eligible for probation??? Learn more by 
going to the facts1 website for Families 
Amending California Three Strikes 
FACTS .

The film showed how little understanding 
was there for people who suffer from 
addiction, poverty and abuse. Under 
Governor Jerry Brown’s father, Gov. 
Edmund Brown, California once had a 
model prison system, which was 
particularly sensitive to these needs with a 
high success rate. Bring it back. Many 
politicians campaigned in the past on, “I 
will be tough on crime”, and they 
demanded a war on drugs. As a result, we 
got decades of  ineffectual criminal justice 
policies. There must be fairness in the 
system for which Jeremy Stewart’s friends 
and family and hundreds like them are 
fighting. California and the nation are 
facing a crisis and need new methods to 
deal with crime and punishment through 
our courts and the legislative process. The 
screening points out that there is a way; 
organize affected populations and 
politically aware individuals to fight for 
change.
Carol Heasley

Ratepayers 
– Penalized Again?
SDG&E is proposing that ratepayers pay for 
the mistakes made at San Onofre. Rate payers 
were not responsible for the failures at San 
Onofre.  There are provisions for handling such 
liability issues in the commercial code that 
involve the circle of liability of those responsible 
for the failure.

I am not personally familiar with the detailed 
technical issues and all of the parties involved in 
the failures that have resulted in the projected 
financial costs.  However, it would appear that 
under standard commercial liability provisions 
the financial responsibilities would be assigned 
proportionately to the manufacturer, the design 
agent, the consultants involved in quality 
assurance along with other enterprises involved 
in the series of processes that ultimately led to 
these failures.  Any remaining financial liability 
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commercial parties would accrue to the 
shareholders – not the ratepayers.

This is the time for our local officials to take the 
initiative to assign costs to the responsible parties. 
Such an initiative would enjoy a groundswell of 
support from our citizens and ratepayers.  After 
all, who would not support financial 
responsibility being assigned to the responsible 
parties, rather than ratepayer victims of this 
fiasco brought on by incompetence, negligence 
and a lack of concern for the safety and well 
being of our community.

As a citizen and ratepayer in this community I 
look forward to our local government moving 
forward to protect the public interest in this 
critical and precedent setting matter.
Vera Moldt

Hahaha
I love Pelosi’s comment...

In the aftermath of  the Supreme Court 
decision to strike down the controversial 
Defense of  Marriage Act, Rep. Michelle 
Bachmann (R-Minn.) issued a statement on 
the matter:

“No man, not even a Supreme Court, can 
undo what a holy God has instituted,” Ms. 
Bachmann said in a statement. “For 
thousands of  years of  recorded human 
history, no society has defended the legal 
standard of  marriage as anything other 
than between man and woman.” She said 

the court action “will undermine the best 
interest of  children and the best interests of 
the United States.”

During a press conference on the high 
court’s decision later in the day, a member 
of  the audience asked House Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) for her 
thoughts on Bachmann’s statement. Pelosi 
with a weary, “Who cares?” Then she 
laughed.

This Says It All...
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