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Sep 22 - Monthly Meeting - 
Covering California With 
Obamacare
The Point Loma Democratic Club will 
be focusing on the new California 
healthcare initiative for our September 
and October meetings. There are 
members of  our club, children of  club 
members, plus friends and neighbors who 
do not currently have affordable 
healthcare. We want to do everything we 
can to help everyone feel comfortable 
with and excited about this new 
opportunity.

The club is working with Senator Marty 
Block’s office, the Council of  Community 
Clinics and 2-1-1, plus others, to put 
together programming for our members 
and the communities of  Ocean Beach, 
Point Loma and Loma Portal.

At the Sunday, September 22 meeting, 
we want to provide information on what 
Covered California is, and isn't. We hope 
to provide a robust program that packs in 
information to counteract all the 
misinformation.

Sunday, October 27, we are working to 
provide detailed information about how 
to shop for a plan that best meets the 
needs of  the consumer; a program that 
totally empowers and gets as many 
questions answered as possible so that 
consumers will have the information 
necessary to get themselves covered by 
January 1.

It’s a great new day for California. 
Offering this programming to ourselves, 
our neighbors and our friends will help 
make it a success and should be a source 
of  pride to us as Point Loma Dems, so 
please help spread the word!

We'll also have updates on the special 
election for Mayor that is scheduled for 
November 19th. David Alvarez recently 
received the backing of  the Labor 
council, and Nathan Fletcher the 
Firemen and Lifeguards Union, while 
our own club member Bruce Coons is 
gathering support from many 
progressives. The Central Committee of  
the San Diego County Democratic Party 
is scheduled to meet September 24 to 
consider endorsements. There's bound to 
be a lot of  interesting discussion around 
this topic at the Social Time both before 
and following the main meeting. 

4:00PM - 5:30PM
Point Loma Assembly, 3035 Talbot 
Street, San Diego, CA
For additional info call Susan Peinado at 
(619) 800-5098

Sep 12 - League of Women 
Voters - Ocean Beach Meeting 
- Mental Health
The League of  Women Voters will be 
holding their first meeting after a summer 
break since their inaugural meeting in 
Ocean Beach in May.

When
September 12, from 10:30am-12pm

Where
Point Loma Library, 3701 Voltaire St, San 
Diego, CA 92107

They will be discussing Mental Heatlh.

Massacres by mentally unstable shooters 
have focused attention on the inadequacies 
of  the U.S. mental health care system in 
which less than half  of  the seriously ill can 
get treatment. How good is San Diego 
County's Mental Health System and what 
needs to be done to improve it? The 
LWVSD will be looking at this question 
and the League's County Mental Health 
position created in 1997 in order to have a 
serious and informative discussion on what 
the County is doing or not doing. What is 
Laura's Law and the connections between 
mental illness, alcohol and drug use and 
violence. Be sure to attend our September 
Unit meeting on this timely and important 
topic.

Meetings are open to the public, men and 
women. The League is  a non-partisan 
group, so bring your friends as well.

Shirley Walkoe & Nancy Witt  
Co-Chairpersons

New Officers, Committee 
Chairs & Liaisons
Two new Officers were unanimously confirmed 
at the August Monthly Meeting.

Carol Heasley and Mary ONeal recently 
resigned from the E-Board as VP and Secretary 
respectively. The club thanks both of them for 
their work, and in their place has appointed 
Mike Johnson as VP and Gretchen Kinney 
Newsom as Secretary.

The E-Board also appointed Barbara Houlton 
as Chair of the Action Committee and Patrick 
Schultheis as Liaison to OFA (Organizing for 
Action).

Gail Mackler resigned as Assistant Treasurer but 
the E-Board is not appointing anyone to that 
position, Ruth Rollins remains as Treasurer. 
Robert DeVries was confirmed as the Central 
Committee Liaison.

Full details are available on the club website.

Oct 4-5 - San Diego 
County Democratic 
Convention
Experience the excitement and energy of  a 
political convention ... close to home!

Registration is now open for Southern 
California's Democratic event of  the year!

Democrats and friends from San Diego 
and surrounding counties are invited to 
share the excitement of  our County 
Convention.

You'll meet and hear from statewide and 
local candidates and elected officials ... 
participate in stimulating trainings and 
panel discussions ... and enjoy networking 
and socializing with Democrats from 
throughout the region.

Basic registration for Saturday 
starts at $45 and includes breakfast, a full 
day of  workshops, general sessions, and 
more

The all-inclusive Convention package for 
$240 adds a Chair's Reception and dinner 
on Friday, a guest room Friday night at 
Pala's award-winning resort, and a special 
luncheon on Saturday (per person, double 
occupancy)

The deadline for registration has 
been extended to September 12. 
Please check the website for updates about 
the Convention schedule, featured speakers, 
breakout sessions, and other information, 
or call (858) 277-3367 for assistance.

Here are a few of  the special guests who 
will be part of  the County Democratic 
Convention.

State Controller John Chaing, now running 
for Treasurer, will speak at Friday night's 
dinner in the spectacular Infinity Room

In one of  Saturday's breakout sessions, 
County Supervisor Dave Roberts will walk 
participants through the steps of  getting 
appointed to a public board or commission

State Party Vice Chair and workers' 
advocate Alex Gallardo Rooker will host a 
panel on alliances between organized labor 
and Democrats to fight for the middle class

State Party Secretary Daraka Larimore-
Hall, a longtime political organizer, will 
lead a session on how to ensure that the 
winning "Obama coalition" finds its 
permanent home in the Democratic Party

These are just a few of  some 20 breakouts 
you can choose from, ranging from 
campaign trainings and organizing 
workshops to discussions of  major 
contemporary issues.
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http://www.lwv.org/
http://www.lwv.org/
http://goo.gl/maps/y8dc7
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http://goo.gl/maps/y8dc7
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http://pointlomadem.org/committee-chairs-liaisons/
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3 Bob Filner Failed, Not 

Democratic Ideology
Mayor Bob Filner’s story is a mix of  
extremes: professional and social triumph 
combined with self- admitted personal 
failure. Considering the nature of  the 
accusations, Filner's personal problems will 
more than likely overshadow any success he 
has achieved politically, thereby bringing his 
political career to an end. In recent days, 
the Republican Party has attempted to 
capitalize on this disturbing and pathetic 
story. On 2 August 2013, the online site for 
“The Hill” quoted a joint statement by five 
official Republican committees as follows: 
“Democrats hypocrisy is appalling, and 
with their silence, they are sanctioning the 
actions of  Bob Filner and Anthony Weiner 
and numerous others who have assaulted, 
harassed, and preyed on women.” Such a 
criticism is clearly an opportunistic attack 
by the Republican Party, who is still 
recovering from the trouncing it received 
during the 2012 election. This trouncing 
was due in no small part to its anti-abortion 
and anti-contraception stances. Despite its 
self-serving motivation, however, the 
Republican Party has actually raised a valid 
question as to why the Democratic Party 
has allowed the apparently known 
misogynistic and predatory behavior of  
Bob Filner to continue unchecked for years.

Nevertheless, Filner's personal short-
comings do not diminish the validity of  his 

political views and goals, or have any 
bearing on the ideology put forth by the 
Democratic Party. But the reality of  politics 
is that a party will take advantage of  
whatever weakness or vulnerability it 
perceives in the opposition, especially when 
it cannot easily attack the latter's 
governance policies. As only two 
Democrats other than Filner have been 
elected mayor of  San Diego in the last 41 
years, it is difficult to pin the City's financial 
woes, especially those of  the late 2000s, on 
misguided Democratic principles. Thus, it 
seems reasonable to assume that Filner's 
majority win over a Republican in the main 
election indicates that most San Diego 
voters are looking for a change in policy 
from that which was offered by his seven 
Republican predecessors. Voters had a 
chance to select Carlo DeMaio, a 
Republican whose priorities include big 
business, severe fiscal cuts, and dramatically 
increased individual responsibilities for 
securing retirement and healthcare. 
Instead, San Diegans voted for Filner, 
whose Democratic priorities include an 
emphasis on small business, job 
development, infrastructure, social services, 
community development, and increased 
relations with Tijuana.

With a special election, candidates certainly 
are scrambling to attempt filling the 
mayoral position, and many of  the 
contenders will be Republicans. It would do 
an injustice to San Diegans to lose the 

mayoral office to a Republican simply 
because of  Filner's bad behavior, no matter 
how horrific. San Diegans voted not just for 
Filner, but for the Democratic principals he 
championed to improve both the City and 
the lives of  its citizens. Yet, another 
Democratic loss to Republicans can very 
well happen. Thus, it is critical that the 
Democratic Party show conviction, 
strength, and decisiveness now, and with 
high visibility, to counter the Republican 
rhetoric. If  the Democrats at the local, 
state, and national levels do not take 
immediate and strong action to clearly 
separate their Party ideology from the base 
behavior of  Filner, the San Diego mayoral 
seat will likely fall back into Republican 
hands, where it can remain for decades.

Donald C. Dunbar is a Professor of  
Anatomy & Neurobiology at the University 
of  Puerto Rico School of  Medicine in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico, but also an Ocean Beach 
homeowner with his sister.

The opinions expressed in this article are those of  the 
author, and do not necessarily reflect those of  the Point 
Loma Democratic Club of  which he is a member.

Point Loma Democratic Club 
(619) 800 5098

info@ptloma.sddem.org
www.ptloma.sddem.org
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