
We’ve Been Chosen as San 
Diego County Democratic 
Club of the Year!
It’s our extremely great pleasure to announce 
that the Point Loma Democratic Club has 
been selected as San Diego County 
Democratic Party’s 2014 Club of  the Year.
As San Diego county is the second largest 
county in California and the fifth largest in 
the U.S., there are numerous clubs all over 
San Diego County that are active within their 
communities and work hard to get 
Democrats elected. The competition was 
fierce. Lake San Marcos Dems have a 
wonderful club within a retirement 
community and was our major competitor. 
Our club is predominantly in an area that 
votes Republican. We work hard for every 
vote we turn out. And for every new member.
The award is especially nice to receive 
this year as the selection process was 
updated to allow each club president to 
vote, so this really is a selection by our 
peers – and we really appreciate it.
The vote was taken on Saturday at the 
Council of  Clubs meeting, chaired by Ruth 
Rollins our former club President. Derek 
Casady, President of  the La Jolla Dems, read 
the recommendation of  the nominating 
committee, which endorsed our Club.
Club member Patrick Schultheis made 
an impressive presentation about the club 
and our activities over the last year (you 
can read our application here) and Ryan 
Hurd insured impartiality by counting 
the votes and announcing together with 
Ruth 10 to 5, our favor.
The award will be given at the annual 
Roosevelt Dinner, Saturday, April 5. We have 
already established a record for any club with 
our existing four tables. If  you have not 
already reserved your seat and you want to 
see your club receive this honor, we’ll start a 
fifth table. You can order tickets online or by 
calling the club at 619 800-5098. 

Mar 23 - Barrio Logan: 
Community or Industry, 
Who Decides In Our 
Democracy?
This month’s main program is about the 
Barrio Logan Community Plan, which 
will be on the ballot this June (mail ballots 
will arrive at the start of  May). 
Many years of  discussion came to a head 
last year just before the Mayoral special 
election. David Alvarez had been closely 
involved as the representative for the 
district, and as a first-hand sufferer of  
pollution generated in the area. Kevin 
Faulconer sided against the rule of  
representative democracy and with the 
lobbying power of  big business who 
collected signatures to place an overturn 

of  the plan’s adoption on this summer’s 
ballot. The issue was used (and abused) in 
Mayoral campaign literature, local 
editorials discredited the actions of  ballot 
signature gatherers, and the UNION-t 
predictably sided against people and with 
corporations (while blaming Democrats).  
There are always (at least) two sides to every 
story so we were delighted when the club 
was contacted by Cynthia Ibarra of  the 
lobbying group Protect Our Jobs Coalition, 
to present the industries’ side. We reached 
out to supporters of  community planning, 
including our own club member Bruce 
Coons, and Georgette Gomez an 
Environmental Policy Advisor for the 
Environmental Health Coalition (EHC).
When we informed the lobbyist 
organization that we were planning the 
event as a discussion with other parties, 
suddenly their spokespeople were no 
longer available to attend. We offered to 
read their statement, or reschedule, but 
they made it clear they would not be able 
to accommodate an informed discussion, 
only a one-way presentation. We did not 
think that was acceptable.
Even without the involvement of  the 
‘Coalition’ we feel the Barrio Logan plan 
is worth a deeper discussion, intrinsically 
and for the lessons it can teach us with 
the OB Community Plan coming up for 
approval in the next few months. 
For the last few years we have heard a lot 
of  talk of  empowering neighborhoods 
and investing in our communities. How 
does this work, in practice?
How can we organize to make sure that City 
Hall listens to our concerns, and not just to 
those of  powerful, monied corporations?
Georgette Gomez, EHC
EHC is dedicated to achieving 
environmental and social justice. They 
believe that justice is accomplished by 
empowered communities acting together 
to make social change. They organize 
and advocate to protect public health and 
the environment threatened by toxic 
pollution. EHC supports broad efforts 
that create a just society and that foster a 
healthy and sustainable quality of  life. 
Bruce Coons, SOHO
Through education, advocacy, and 
stewardship SOHO's mission is to 
preserve, promote and support 
preservation of  the architectural, cultural 
and historical links and landmarks that 
contribute to the community identity, 
depth and character of  our region. 
Nancy Witt, GO Team
Nancy will update us on training and events 
planned for the elections this summer.
John Hartley, Neighborhoods for 
Clean Elections
John will bring us up to date on the progress 
and continued work needed to make our 
election process answerable to people and 
not distorted by monied interests. 
4:00PM - 5:30PM
Point Loma Assembly, 3035 Talbot St

Apr 5, Sat - Roosevelt Dinner 
- "Rendezvous in Blue"
"Rendezvous in Blue" the San Diego County 
Democratic Party's annual gala & awards dinner.
Come along and celebrate the club being 
selected as San Diego County 
Democratic Club of  the Year!
Point Loma Dems has already filled four 
tables and are working on a fifth! It’s a 
fund-raiser for the San Diego Democratic 
Party and we need to book and pay for 
the tables by March 26.
The awards presented will include: 
Legislator of  the Year to Todd Gloria, 
San Diego Interim Mayor and Council 
President; Volunteer of  the Year to Kami 
Olsson, Countywide Grassroots 
Organizing Team Director; Leadership 
Award to Linda Simonds, a longtime 
voter registration coordinator; and 
Making a Difference Award to Josie 
Hamada, who has organized 
Democratic campaign offices over 
multiple election cycles. Additional awards 
from the Chair will be announced soon.
Please make your check out to the San 
Diego County Democratic Party at the 
March 23 meeting or mail to: Barbara 
Houlton, PO Box 7798, San Diego, CA 
92167.  Club members $100 before March 
26. You can pay by credit card online or by 
calling the club (619) 800-5098.
Saturday, April 5
6:00pm Reception, Dinner, Dancing 8:30pm
Sapphire Terrace and Ballroom at the 
Hilton San Diego Bayfront
1 Park Blvd, 92101      (619) 564-3333
John and Barbara have devised a 
fiendishly clever program so that 
everyone gets to sit with whoever they 
choose. (And if  not, we will let you know.)

Notes From February's 
Meeting With Martha Sullivan
Welcome and Introductions
Susan welcomed and introduced Sarah 
Boot, candidate for District 2 City Council. 
Sarah thanked the club for coming out to 
support her campaign during her field 
campaign kick‐off  that occurred yesterday 
in Pacific Beach. They had 72 volunteers 
and knocked on over 1,000 doors. Sarah’s 
next fundraising deadline is March 31st and 
a Point Loma/Ocean Beach Meet-and-
Greet is scheduled to occur on March 16th 
at Ruth Rollins’ house.
Susan welcomed and introduced Dr. Michael 
McQuarry, candidate for San Diego Unified 
School District (SDUSD) ‘C’. Dr. Mike 
provided an overview on his background and 
reasons for running and asked for people to 
sign his nomination petition.
Susan welcomed and introduced Dallin 
Young from the CA Democratic Party 
working on behalf  of  the Re‐Elect Scott 
Peters to Congress campaign. Mr. Young 
requested volunteer support for 
Congressman Peters’ campaign. You can 
contact Dallin at d.young@cadem.org
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http://peninsulademocrat.files.wordpress.com/2014/03/for2014cluboftheyearpl_qb.pdf
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4 Susan welcomed and introduced Bruce 
Coons, candidate seeking appointment to 
the interim District 2 San Diego City 
Council seat. Mr. Coons provided an 
overview of  his background.
Susan welcomed and introduced Gretchen 
Kinney Newsom, candidate seeking 
appointment to the interim District 2 San 
Diego City Council seat. Ms. Newsom 
provided an overview of  her background. 
Susan welcomed and thanked new club 
members: Drew Wilson (member of  the OB 
Planning Board) and music band Liquid Blue.
Guest Speaker
Martha Sullivan made a presentation 
titled “San Onofre, What Happens 
Next.” Her presentation and additional 
materials on how to get involved in efforts 
to shut down the San Onofre nuclear 
plant can be accessed on our website. 
Reports
Treasurer’s Report
Ruth Rollins reported the club's healthy 
balance. She also noted that 81 members 
have their dues effective today and that 
she and others are actively working on 
securing additional renewals.
Ruth informed members that last year we 
had three full tables at the Roosevelt 
Dinner and this year, we’ll have 4 tables!
She noted we’ve been nominated for Club 
of  the Year by three different entities. 

Events Committee
Mike Johnson reported that we'll have a 
booth at the OB Street Fair on Saturday 
June 28th. He requested volunteers to 
provide assistance. If  we break the day 
into four 2-hour sections then 8 
volunteers would be great. If  you’re 
interested in signing up, or call Mike 
(619) 991-0105
Grassroots Organizing (GO) Team Liaison
Nancy Witt reported that the vote gap in 
the mayoral election was not that bad 
once the provisional ballots were counted 
– the 9% margin declined to a 4% 
margin. She also noted that today marks 
100 days from the June Primary.
Nancy reported that long term PLDC 
member Bob McWilliams passed away.
President’s Report
Susan read a hand‐written thank‐you 
letter from David Alvarez thanking 
everyone in the club for all their efforts of 
support.
New Business
Election of  Officers
This month’s meeting included elections 
of  officers. Ruth Rollins is the chair of  
the nominating committee and provided 
an overview of  the nominees:
Susan Peinado, President
Mike Johnson, VP
Gretchen Newsom, Secretary

Barbara Houlton, Treasurer
As well as nominations from the floor
Ms. Rollins called for additional 
nominations from the floor for each 
position. No additional nominations were 
made. All of  the officers were elected 
unanimously.
Upcoming Events & Announcements
The following events and announcements 
were made:
City Council approval of  the OB 
Community Plan has been delayed until 
April or later.
Bruce Coons informed the audience 
about Assembly Bill 1999 (Atkins) – 
legislation pertaining to California 
economic development and historical 
preservation tax credits that will also 
apply to residences.
Gretchen Newsom informed the 
audience about the next OB Town 
Council Public
OB Kite Festival | Saturday, May 10, 
10:00am‐4:00pm
Bruce. Coons informed the audience that 
the Peninsula Community Planning 
Board has 6 openings. He provided 
background information on candidacy 
qualifications.
Next club Meeting: Mar 23rd | 4pm
Notes: Gretchen Kinney Newsom, Secretary

POINTLOMADEMS
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