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Apr 26 – Monthly Meeting –
Medical Marijuana – The
Current State of Policy and
Access in San Diego
Join us as we learn more about the current state of medical marijuana
regulation in California, and how marijuana access is being
implemented in San Diego City, as well as the current state of
medical marijuana collective licensing in City Council District 2.

Our round table presentation will include patient advocates, legal
experts and a representative of one of the first medical marijuana
collectives to be licensed in the City of San Diego, right here in
District 2.

Terrie Best
Terrie Best is the current chair of the San Diego Chapter of
Americans for Safe Access, the local chapter of the largest national
member-based organization of patients, medical professionals,
scientists and concerned citizens promoting safe and legal access to
cannabis for therapeutic use and research. ASA works to overcome
political and legal barriers by creating policies that improve access to
medical cannabis for patients and researchers through legislation,
education, litigation, grassroots actions, advocacy and services for
patients and the caregivers. 

Alex Kreit
Alex Kreit is an Associate Professor and Director of the Center for
Law and Social Justice at Thomas Jefferson School of Law. He is
author of a forthcoming casebook on drug abuse and the law,
Controlled Substances: Crime, Regulation, and Policy. He is currently
President of the San Diego Lawyer Chapter of the American
Constitution Society and from 2009 to 2010 he served as Chair of the
City of San Diego’s Medical Marijuana Task Force, a position
appointed by the San Diego City Council. He has been recognized as
one San Diego’s Top Attorneys in the Academic Field by the San
Diego Daily Transcript (2009) and one of “35 under 35” community
leaders by the San Diego News Network (2010).

Cynara Velazquez
Moderator

The city of San Diego approved the first land use permit for a medical
marijuana cooperative in late January. Take a walk through the
process with this explainer video. (Graphics by KPBS Motion Graphics
Designer Jorge Contreras.)

It took almost 20 years for San Diego to get to this point. Consider 
NBC7’s timeline here and the OB Rag’s review of events and nod to
2016 as

the magic year, the year that marijuana will be legal in
California. Just remember, that the last time it was on the state

ballot, more people voted to legalize pot than voted for the
Republican candidate for governor.
 

OB Rag
Frank Gormlie
Way back in 1970, Frank Gormlie founded the original Ocean Beach
People’s Rag – OB’s famous underground community newspaper, and
then later during the early Eighties, published The Whole Damn Pie
Shop, a progressive alternative to the Reader.

Today’s Rag provides a web platform for OB residents and merchants,
and covers local OB and Point Loma news, issues and events.

A lawyer and grassroots activist, Frank will give a short talk to
explain how together with the Rag and San Diego Free Press we can
strengthen and grow our progressive voice on the peninsula.

In order for interested club members to be able to take part in
theCalifornia Democratic Party pre-endorsement conferences at the
start of next year, we’re introducing a proposed change to our club
Bylaws to make them compliant with the state party guidelines. Below
you’ll find the suggested amendment and we’ll vote on this at the May
17, 2015 meeting.

Please click here to RSVP for the meeting.

4:00PM – 5:30PM
Point Loma Assembly, 3035 Talbot St, San Diego, CA 92106
For additional info call (619) 800‑5098
Directions and parking information

Social Time
Members are encouraged to get together from 3:30PM before the
meeting starts, please bring whatever light drinks/snacks that you’d
like to share.

After the meeting ends we suggest adjourning to the Point Break Café
at 2743 Shelter Island Dr to continue our progressive conversation.
Happy Hour is until 6:30pm.

Proposed Bylaws Change
ARTICLE – CLUB REPRESENTATIVES

SECTION 1: California Democratic Party

Club representatives to the California Democratic Party’s
Pre-Endorsement Conferences shall be allocated as follows:

One representative, resident in the Assembly District, for each full
(not fraction thereof) 20 registered Democratic members in good
standing in the Assembly District who are listed on a roster
submitted, by July 1 of each odd-numbered year, to both the San
Diego County Democratic Party and the appropriate CDP Regional
Director(s). The roster shall be certified by the Club’s President,
Secretary, or Treasurer.

Representatives should be equally apportioned between men and
women to the extent possible.
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SECTION 2: San Diego County Democratic Party

Under the club’s charter with the San Diego County Democratic
Party, its President is a representative to the SDCDP Central
Committee as an Associate Member. If the President is already a
Central Committee member or chooses not to serve, a different
representative may be selected to serve his or her term according to
the provisions of Sections 3 and 4 of this Article. An Associate
Member application, for the President or any other representative,
must be submitted to the SDCDP within 30 days of his or her
selection by the club.

SECTION 3: Selection

Club representatives to the CDP and SDCDP – and any other official
representatives, delegates, and alternates from the club to
conferences, caucuses, councils, conventions, and other meetings –
shall be selected by a vote of members in good standing at a duly
noticed club meeting or, if that cannot occur at a regular or special
meeting, by designation of the President.

SECTION 4: Adherence to Club Positions

Club representatives described in this Article, when participating in
voting and discussion in that capacity, shall adhere to and represent
the club’s official positions on endorsements and other matters
wherever applicable, and shall agree to do so prior to their selection.

Award Winning Documentary –
Sustain San Diego
Clubmember Andrew Waltz together with Lisa Bruhn are producers of
Sustain San Diego a short documentary highlighting some of San
Diego’s sustainable infrastructure efforts.

The filmmakers participated in the OneDayinSanDiego.org
documentary project (part of OneDayOnEarth.org) and were recently
given a Los Angeles Independent Film Festival (LAIFF) Award. You
can watch their film below.

San Diego! Why it’s a great place to live – Leading the way in
sustainable urban living.

Features interviews with

Todd Gloria, President San Diego City Council

Jason Anderson, President CleanTech San Diego

Alan Ziter, Executive Director of Naval Training Center
Foundation

Craig Howard, Director San Diego Architectural Foundation

Rob Shupp, Director of Marketing & Communications,
Metropolitan Transit System

Notes from March’s Meeting –
Political Climate
Club President Susan Peinado called the meeting to order at our
regular start time of 4:00pm.

Welcome and Introduction of Elected Officials and Candidates
Susan welcomed and introduced guests: Bryan Peace and Kath
Rogers. She thanked everyone that brought snacks. She recognized
and thanked new club members: Nathan Fletcher, Shana Hazen,
Andrew Ishee, and Jimmy Tabb. She also recognized Chris Ward,
candidate for San Diego City Council District 3 in 2016.

Old Business
Liability Insurance Update. It was moved and seconded a motion to
authorize the purchase of general liability insurance from the
California Democratic Party.
The viewing party of Cowspiracy had a good turnout and it was noted
that San Diego 350 and Clairemont Clubs were great to collaborate
with on this event.
The club will have 2 or 3 tables at the San Diego County Democratic
Party annual Roosevelt Dinner. Please let John know if you are going
and your preferred seating arrangements.

Program: Political Climate
Climate Action Campaign
Kath Rogers and Brian Elliot presented civic engagement and
background information on the Climate Action Campaign. Their
mission is to stop climate change and to be a leading climate
watchdog. The Campaign is building grassroots support and
educating communities on the Climate Action Plan. Some of the
climate impacts in the San Diego region have included heat waves
and intense storms, and it is projected that sea levels will rise if
climate change continues.

The Climate Action Plan (CAP) seeks to cut the City’s carbon footprint
by 49% by 2035. There are five key strategies in the CAP: energy and
water efficiency; clean and renewable energy; biking, walking and
transit; zero waste; and climate resiliency. Community Choice
Aggregation (CCA) programs and renewable energy were discussed.

They requested an official letter of support from the club supporting
the Climate Action Plan. You can listen to the presentation here.

Climate in Washington
Congressman Scott Peters presented on the Climate in Washington.
He provided an update on his congressional work and goals. He is
seeking to make sure that San Diego’s economy becomes stronger
and remains well connected to our armed services industry.

Congressman Scott Peters presented club Vice President Mike
Johnson with a framed photo of Mike and Vice President Joe Biden,
and congratulated him on winning the “Making the Difference Award”
at the upcoming Roosevelt Dinner.

Scott was recently named a Senior Deputy Whip and will focus on
strategies to pursue solid legislative objectives. Scott is also a
member of the New Democrat Coalition and has brought forth a New
Prosperity Agenda that moves beyond the equality topics of equal pay
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for equal work and raising the minimum wage to a broader
investment in the economy with focuses on retirement, infrastructure,
intellectual property, and strengthening niche industries like biocom.

He is also working on intellectual property and immigration issues.
Scott noted that the debt ceiling will again be a topic of concern and
the transportation trust fund will run out of money this summer.

You can listen to the presentation here.

Congressmember Scott Peters answers Gretchen Newsom’s question
on Fast Track authority & the Tran-Pacific Partnership (and contrasts
the quality of San Diegan and German beer).

San Diego 350
Jeanne Peterson and James Long of San Diego 350 presented on their
organization. 350 stands for the 350 parts per million which scientists
say is safe for our environment; we just passed 400 parts per million.
Due to climate change, they noted that San Diego County will face
severe water shortages and an increased number of wildfires.
Scientists have also predicted San Diego sea levels will rise of 12–18
inches by 2050. If you green your diet, you’ll make an impact to
reduce green house gases – one example was skipping the
consumption of one hamburger which would cut 600 pounds of
emissions. To get involved, go to www.sandiego350.org

You can listen to the presentation here.

or view the video.

Slides from the meeting (PDF).

One Paseo
Joe LaCava presented on the One Paseo petition drive that seeks to
require the City Council to rescind their approval or send it to the
ballot in 2016. The deadline for signatures is on Wednesday March
25. He noted that the project lacks smart development credentials
and is not connected to appropriate mass transit. He encouraged club
members to sign the petition.

You can listen to Joe’s presentation here.

New Business
We’re required to make some changes to our bylaws to be compliant
with the rules for the pre– endorsement conference in January. The
Bylaws Committee will be chaired by John Loughlin and will report on
this at the next meeting. Club members that are interested in
participating in the Bylaws Committee should contact John Loughlin
immediately.

Susan noted that the club also needs to form an Endorsement
Committee to help craft guidelines for early and regular
endorsements, and create an endorsement questionnaire. (Dev
Zaveri, José Castillo, and Anne-Marie Kaukonen offered to work on
the Endorsement committee.)

Vice President Report
Vice President Mike Johnson briefed the audience that he would
receive an award for his service to the Democratic Party at the
Roosevelt Dinner and encouraged club members to purchase their
tickets ASAP so that there was a large contingent of supporters in the
audience.

Upcoming Events and Announcements
￼￼￼MoveOn.org Petition
3 U.S. Senators broke military law, resign from the Armed Forces
Active Reserves now http://j.mp/3mustresign

Ocean Beach Town Council – OB and Climate Action Change
Wednesday, March 25th, 7:00pm Masonic Center, 1711 Sunset Cliffs
Blvd

Women’s Museum – Remarkable Women of Dance
Wednesday, March 28, 7:30pm Barracks 16, Liberty Station

Ocean Beach Planning Board
Wednesday, April 1, 6:00pm
OB Rec Center 4726 Santa Monica Avenue 92107

Peninsula Community Planning Board
Thursday, April 16, 6:30pm
Point Loma Library
Congratulations to PLDC members Bruce Coons and Julia Quinn on
their recent elections

Ocean Beach Historical Society
Thursday, April 16th 7:00pm
United Methodist Church, 1984 Sunset Cliffs The history of the
Formosa Slough by Jim Peugh

New Citizen Voter Registration
Wednesday, March 25th 10:15–12:15pm
3rd Avenue & B Street Plaza near Civic Theater

Next Club Meeting
April 26th, 3:30pm Social; 4:00pm Meeting Starts

￼Susan adjourned the meeting at 5:45pm.

Minutes taken by: Gretchen Newsom, Secretary
Photos by: Patrick Schultheis

One Paseo Petition Drive is
Paramount to the Future of
our City
I am writing as a private citizen, as an active cheerleader of our City’s
community planning process and neighborhood voices, and informed
by my role as chair of the San Diego Community Planners Committee.

This is about One Paseo and what the recent City Council approval
means for our neighborhoods.

One Paseo is a private development located in Carmel Valley just east
of Interstate 5. The 23 acres of land was purchased with zoning for
500,000 square feet of office but the developer sought instead
approval of 2,000,000 square foot mixed use of residential, retail, and
office—4 times what was allowed. The developer subsequently
trimmed the request to 1,400,000 square feet.

For context, University Town Center is approximately the same
building square footage but spread out over 100 acres.
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The Carmel Valley Planning Board, a volunteer group recognized by
the City of San Diego as the voice for the community, held numerous
public meetings on the project and listened to hours and hours of
testimony by the developer and the public. In the end, the Board
rejected the developer’s proposal and instead recommended a
reduced project at the scale the planning board knew was right for
their community—a 876,300 square foot project.

In addition, the neighboring communities of Torrey Pines, Del Mar
Mesa and Torrey Hills which are potentially impacted by the project
also rejected the developer’s proposal.

Instead of working with Carmel Valley to find a compromise, the
developer ignored their recommendation and pushed forward. The
City Council also ignored the planning group’s recommendation and
approved the 1,400,000 square foot project on a 7–2 vote. Council
President Lightner and Councilmember Emerald were the two no
votes.

When I heard the council vote I became concerned about the
precedent this could set for development throughout San Diego, and
the impact it could have on our community planning process.

I was therefore not surprised when I began receiving phone calls and
emails asking me whether anyone at City Hall is listening to planning
groups; volunteers are thinking twice about continuing to serve. The
community planning process so integral to San Diego’s growth could
be at risk.

So too the residents, business owners, and property owners of Carmel
Valley were concerned about both the impact to their community and
the implications city-wide. They have joined together to undertake a
referendum effort that would require the City Council to either
rescind its vote or place the matter before the voters on a city-wide
ballot.

Let’s be clear. This is not a referendum on smart growth or the City’s
General Plan.

As Democrats we have a progressive vision for our City. We
understand that we must conserve our resources, provide quality
housing for all income levels and accommodate population growth,
create and sustain well-paying jobs, expand transit, reduce
greenhouse gases, and much more. This referendum does not
abandon that vision; instead, it reaffirms that we can deliver on that
vision while protecting our neighborhoods and respecting local
voices. 

Neither is this a referendum on development of the vacant
parcel—only a question of how much development. There is already
broad agreement to support mixed use development in excess of what
the developer was entitled to when they bought the property. But
should that be a 60% bump or a 200% bump?

Some might find the referendum process distasteful. Keep in mind
that last year over 5 years of community planning were thrown
away through the referendum process. Shouldn’t that same process
be used now to save community planning?

And some might think this is not a city-wide issue but only between
Carmel Valley, the developer, and City Hall. Think again. The

developer actively sought support city-wide prior to the City Council
hearing, initiating their own petition drive and sending out mailers
across the city. And I have just learned that a private development
proposal in another community, cynically dubbed “Two Paseo,” just
came forward. When will Three Paseo show up in your neighborhood?

We must send a strong reminder that planning groups are the forum
and voice of the community, and for nearly 50 years these groups
have worked collaboratively with developers to shape projects and
provided local guidance to decision makers about impacts and
benefits. And those groups will continue to do that work as volunteers
IF they are an authentic part of the process.

We must also send a strong message that our community plans are
the blueprint for our community and a contract with residents and
property owners, whether those plans are 4 or 40 years old. To wipe
the zoning clean and let the developer decide what should be there is
not acceptable. If the vision for a community is to be changed it must
be done by consensus between the community, the community
planning group, private property owners, the councilmember, and the
city.

I hope San Diegans from Point Loma to Navajo and from Rancho
Penasquitos to San Ysidro will join in Carmel Valley’s petition drive.
This issue is paramount to the future of our City and your
neighborhoods. I urge all voters to sign the petition today.

Joe LaCava
Joe is a public policy consultant and registered civil engineer, a San
Diego State University Civil Engineering graduate, and a member of
the Urban Land Institute. Joe has been a community leader for nearly
15 years and a tireless advocate for neighborhoods at city hall. He is
Chair of the San Diego Community Planners Committee, the umbrella
organization to the city’s 42 community planning groups. He spoke at
our January 2015 meeting on Civic Engagement. @joe_lacava

The petition was available to sign at our meeting, Sunday March 22
4:00PM

You can listen to Joe’s explanation of the project and the petition
drive at the meeting here.
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