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Jul 26 – Monthly Meeting –
Short Term Rentals WTF?
What’s the Future?
Jul 22, 2015 06:22AM

Earlier this month the Democratic Woman’s Club hosted a great
presentation by (and discussion with) Sarah Saez (United Taxi
Workers of San Diego) on Making a Living Wage in the 1099
Economy. The focus was on taxi drivers, the rise of Über and Lyft,
and the move to contracted (1099) labor.

The ability to use internet services for alternative transportation,
delivery services and accommodation may (at least in the
short-term) be great for (some) consumers, but the longer term
effects are likely to only benefit the corporations who rise to
dominate each space. We only have to look at the $40 billion
valuation given to Über, by a salivating Wall Street, who sees in it
the future of cash generation and wage control.

The short-term vacation rental market poses many similar
challenges and has made strange bedfellows of San Diego
hoteliers and progressives. We have even witnessed local
Republicans asking for increased government regulation and
enforcement of existing code (!).

Frank Gormlie for the OB Rag has written on the subject
extensively outlining the differing perspectives in several articles
including

Vacation Rentals in San Diego

and he’s pointed out the fact “that all those grandmas and retired
Sixties gens and those large-scale rental companies who rent out
their units and properties are breaking San Diego law.”

Is Ocean Beach Number 3 in Vacation Rentals for San Diego?
Boasts Meet City’s Strict Law

The strange situation we have in San Diego is that renting out a
room in your home may either not be allowed at all or requires the
owner to have a costly ($5-10k) bed-and-breakfast permit, whereas
renting the whole house is simply allowed. Room rentals with the
owner living on the property often cause less nuisance to
neighbors and are welcomed by the community. Renting the whole
property, where the owner is not present is allowed by the city and
yet, may be more likely to cause problems for neighbors and the
wider community.

There have also been many anecdotal stories describing nefarious
tactics used to ‘persuade’ long-term renters to leave their
accommodation and the properties being refurbished and turned
into short-term rental properties with rates exceeding long-term
rental prices. Great for developers but not good for the community
and disproportionally harmful to lower income residents.

These new means of advertising, charging and collecting payment

for services are sometimes referred to as the ‘sharing economy’
but it’s important to remember it’s only information that’s being
shared. The Harvard Business Review prefers to use the term
‘Access economy’ as Airbnb and Über are not sharing anything.
They are facilitating us charging each other for items we own.
Corporations are now making money from our capital and labor in
a way they could only previously have dreamt of.

 

Omar Passons, Senior Counsel Stutz Artiano Shinoff & Holtz

What’s the Future?
To help us navigate this contentious subject we have enlisted the
help of Omar Passons, to be the moderator of a panel discussion.
Although on the record as a former host, and current ‘frequent
AirBnB and VRBO guest’ Omar understands and has argued both
sides of the issue for clients. Indeed, although he is a frequent
commentator on the issue, his role on this panel is to help explain
the laws as they exist in the City and facilitate a balanced
discussion.

He is an attorney at Stutz Artiano Shinoff & Holtz concentrating
on construction law, land use and general business litigation with
an emphasis on public agency related matters (and a strong
interest in addressing real estate and business matters for Craft
Brewery operators).

Panelists to include

Belinda Smith of the Short Term Rental Alliance of San Diego

Joe LaCava, clubmember, Chair of the San Diego Community
Planners Committee and candidate for San Diego City Council
District 1

Gil Cabrera, Owner, The Cabrera Firm, APC and candidate
for San Diego City Attorney

John Anderson, North Park homemaker and Airbnb host.
Founding member of San Diego Short-Term Rental Alliance
and Bike San Diego board member

Eric Murphy, representative of UNITE HERE an organization
of working people, coming together to win dignity and higher
standards in the hospitality industry and beyond
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Representatives from local planning boards

Check back for updates on the participants, as they confirm.

If you’re a property owner who provides short term rentals, or a
resident who lives near one, if you’ve had good or bad experiences,
please come along to listen, learn and share.

We’ll also have details on August’s Summer Potluck and BBQ
where we’ll be supporting fundraising for the Western Service
Workers Association and their Back-to-School Drive.

4:00PM – 5:30PM
Point Loma Assembly, 3035 Talbot St, San Diego, CA 92106
For additional info call (619) 800‑5098
Directions and parking information

Social Time
Members are encouraged to get together from 3:30PM before the
meeting starts, please bring whatever light drinks/snacks that
you’d like to share.

After the meeting ends we suggest adjourning to the Point Break
Café at 2743 Shelter Island Dr to continue our progressive
conversation. Happy Hour is until 6:30pm.

What Can Be Better For
People Than TPP/TTIP?
Jul 9, 2015 01:30PM

During discussion of granting President Obama Fast Track
Authority to ‘negotiate’ the Trans-Pacific Partnership two friends
recently asked me:

why is TPP wrong for the U.S., for U.S. workers and
businesses?

where are the ideas to provide something better?

[Jump below the line for the short answer ☟]

A lot of the discussion has covered the potential loss of American
jobs, with corporations preferring to move manufacturing to where
labor costs are lower, or there are less regulations or oversight,
but I’d like to consider an even broader issue. Creativity.

Let’s begin with a slight detour to think about culture, and in
particular how digital media defines culture (a passing interest of
mine, and hopefully yours if you’re reading this online).

“Free Culture” is the title of a book by Lawrence Lessig. It’s
subtitle is – How Big Media Uses Technology and the Law to Lock
Down Culture and Control Creativity.

Lessig outlines the problems and some solutions with our ability to
easily copy and manipulate digital artifacts.

Interestingly enough you can download the book for free as a PDF
file (or in many other formats) here. It’s licensed under a Creative
Commons license, as is this article. (All of the original content on
this website is similarly licensed, check the details at the foot of
the page.)

In the interests of time, and in this age of instant communication
(and gratification), here’s a video that gives an idea of the books

argument.

Watch this 18 minute TED Talk given by Larry Lessig at Monterey
in 2007. He tells three short stories to make his argument, and the
remix illustrations are amusing. (The video is also licensed under a
Creative Commons license.)

John Philip Sousa and talking machines
Celestial copyrights and common sense
 ASCAP (American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers)
cartel and BMI (Broadcast Music Inc)

for reviving our creative culture

Lessig’s concluding remarks:

“We live in this weird time. It’s kind of age of prohibitions,
where in many areas of our life, we live life constantly against
the law. Ordinary people live life against the law, and that’s
what I — we are doing to our kids. They live life knowing they
live it against the law. That realization is extraordinarily
corrosive, extraordinarily corrupting. And in a democracy, we
ought to be able to do better. Do better, at least for them, if
not for opening for business.”
 

Whether you find Lessig’s arguments interesting or persuasive it’s
fair to say that since the book’s release big business has tried,
time and again, to wrest more control over creativity.

The Stop Online Piracy Act (SOPA) or House Bill 3261 of 2010 –
“To promote prosperity, creativity, entrepreneurship, and
innovation by combating the theft of U.S. property, and for other
purposes.”

The Senate’s PROTECT IP Act (Preventing Real Online Threats to
Economic Creativity and Theft of Intellectual Property Act of 2011,
or PIPA) was a rewrite of the Combating Online Infringement and
Counterfeits Act (COICA) of 2010.

 

Website of the Electronic Frontier Foundation during American
Censorship Day.

It took activism by thousands of individuals, small businesses, the
editorial boards of The New York Times and the Los Angeles
Times, along with Google, Facebook, Twitter, eBay and a 24 hour
black out of Wikipedia, to gather millions of signatures and create
sufficient outcry against these proposed laws.

In case you can’t remember how strongly this issue was fought
consider that Nancy Pelosi came together with Darrel Issa, and
Rand Paul with the Obama administration, to speak out forcefully
against SOPA and PIPA.

The Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA) first came to
public knowledge when Wikileaks revealed details of the
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agreement being negotiated in secret (sound familiar?). Senators
Bernie Sanders and Sherrod Brown asked for the details to be
made public but were told by the Obama Administration that the
text was “properly classified in the interest of national security.”
ACTA was eventually signed by the U.S. in 2011 and the text
published. It has not (yet) been ratified and put into effect. ACTA
hoped to provide a mechanism for intellectual property rights
enforcement designed to protect the interests of pharmaceutical
companies with generic medicines, and the entertainment
industries with copyright infringement on the internet.

ACTA was criticized by Doctors Without Borders for endangering
access to medicines in poor countries and by the Electronic
Frontier Foundation, Free Software Foundation and many others
for limiting online freedom of expression and communication
privacy. Thankfully, the European Parliament voted against it.

ACTA was a worse agreement than the proposed PIPA and SOPA
laws because of its broader international range, ease of
enforcement and lack of transparency: secret negotiations,
closed-door talks, no public discussion.

Edward Snowden’s revelations of the extent of blanket
government surveillance and collusion with large U.S.
corporations to spy on all citizens, confirm the fears of civil rights
activists the world over – governments don’t want us talking to
each other if they can’t listen in. Just this week the Senate
Judiciary Committee met to consider a FBI proposal to demand
technology companies purposefully compromise encrypted
communication systems despite leading security experts
opposition. This to protect us from the bad guys, in a world where
we are all suspected of being the bad guys.

PIPA, SOPA, ACTA all failed because of an enraged citizenry but
soon, maybe as early as the end of this month, our legislators will
have the finalized TPP (and the Transatlantic Trade and
Investment Partnership, TTIP) to review, full of the same
unacceptable provisions.

☞

Why is TPP/TTIP wrong for the country, workers and
businesses? Because it stifles creativity. It aims to protect the
status quo for businesses that will decline without extending their
existing controls. It harms health, expression and open
communication that are fundamental requirements for a
prosperous people.

What proposals are better than TPP/TTIP? Here are some
high-level suggestions to create a ‘commons’ for copyright (and 
copyleft).

More Rules
Register all copyright (or copyleft) work to make it easier to obtain
the rights to a work

Shorter Terms
Copyright (or copyleft) terms should be
– short
– simple
– renewable, but not renew automagically
– prospective, with no retrospective extensions

Free Use versus Fair Use
– narrow the definition of derivative work

– make it easy to share for free

Fire Lots of Lawyers
– present costs for dispute resolution are too high, only big
business & the 1% can protect their work
– replace with affordable, simpler system

Instead of adopting these simple ‘common sense’ proposals our
elected representatives will decide, on a straight up-and-down
vote, on many of the tortuous provisions in the previously rejected
agreements.

Judge our representatives on this single vote. Make no mistake,
TPP/TTIP will define our creative future.

“A free culture has been our past, but it will only be our
future if we change the path we are on right now.” –
Lawrence Lessig, preface to Free Culture

John Loughlin, Chair Communications Committee

The opinions expressed in this footnote are those of the author,
and do not necessarily reflect those of the Point Loma Democratic
Club of which he is a member.

The image at the top of this article “CC guidant les contributeurs”
is a derivative work licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported license. This is a retouched
picture, which means that it has been digitally altered from its
original version. Modifications: Changement de drapeau. The
original can be viewed here: Eugèné Delacroix – La liberté guidant
le peuple.jpg. Modifications made by Ju gatsu mikka.

Point Loma Association
Community Beautification
Awards
Jul 6, 2015 12:12AM

The Point Loma Association (PLA) is a VERY active Community
organization for all of our great Peninsula. Many will recognize the
“Green Team” from the PLA out each Friday doing volunteer
landscaping and maintenance.

Each Year The PLA has an annual celebration dinner. This year it
will be October 1st at the remarkable new Coastera Events Center
on the Harbor. Each year the PLA makes Community
Beautification Awards at the Annual Dinner. This can be building
design, landscaping excellence and other examples of great new
design that enhance our communities.

This Year I am Vice Chair of the PLA active with the Beautification
awards. I want to simply “reach out” to others who live in the
Ocean Beach part of the Peninsula to ask for recommendations of
buildings, businesses, projects that are worthy of consideration for
these awards. I think it is important to be sure that outstanding
new additions to the OB area are actively considered for these
awards.

Please just get back to me with suggestions for consideration and I
will be sure they are included in the judging.

If you would like more information about the PLA and the Annual
Dinner please go to www.plaweb.org
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Dan Dennison
Director

You can also Like the PLA page on Facebook.

Governor signs budget with
zero to save our
developmental services –
many more emails needed
now!
Jun 25, 2015 12:25AM

Governor signs budget with zero to save our developmental
services –
many more emails needed now!

As expected, Governor Brown signed the state budget today with
not one dime to stop the crumbling of our community services
system. But there’s still hope in the special legislative session that
started Friday.

Please take a minute to email or call your state senator and
assemblymember, sample text and email addresses below.

We need a flood of emails to the Legislature to keep their attention
focused on our community’s needs. We generated more than 4,000
in the last four days, a great start, but we need a lot more to every
one of the 120 legislators — so not one of them gets the idea that
we’ve given up and he or she can give up too.

Please take action now.

Thank you again for your advocacy.

Greg deGiere
Public Policy Director
The Arc & United Cerebral Palsy California Collaboration
1225 Eighth Street, Suite 350, Sacramento, CA 95814
916−552−6619 x4
Greg@TheArcCA.org

Subject:
This time, save our developmental services!

I am extremely disappointed with the Legislature for passing
a budget with not one dime to stop the deterioration of our
developmental services.

Please do much, much better in the special legislative
session. Give the developmental disability community the
emergency 10% across-the-board funding increase we need
starting NOW. Anything less won’t stop the service system
from collapsing, just slow it down.

And please, don’t pass any more unfunded mandates on our
community service providers. When you vote on Senate Bill 3
to raise the minimum wage and any other bills to make our
providers spend more, insist that the state cover the full costs
to prevent the loss of ever more of our services.
 

STATE SENATOR 39th DISTRICT
Marty Block

(619) 645‑3133
email

STATE SENATOR 40th DISTRICT
Ben Hueso
(619) 409‑7690
email

STATE ASSEMBLY SPEAKER 78th DISTRICT
Toni Atkins
(619) 645‑3090
email

STATE ASSEMBLYMEMBER 79th DISTRICT
Shirley Weber
(619) 462‑7878
email

STATE ASSEMBLYMEMBER 80th DISTRICT
Lorena Gonzalez
1350 Front Street, Suite 6022
San Diego, CA 92101
(619) 338‑8090
email
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