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FACT SHEET

POLYSTYRENE FOAM BAN AND 
RESTRICTIONS ON SINGLE USE PLASITCS

WHAT IS POLYSTYRENE FOAM?

PROPOSED ORDINANCE

BUSINESS ASSISTANCE

Commonly, but mistakenly referred to as Styrofoam, polystyrene foam, particularly expanded polystyrene 
(EPS), is a type of single use plastic that is used for cups, bowls, plates, containers, meat trays and egg 
cartons.

Polystyrene foam does not biodegrade, rather it photodegrades—breaking down into smaller pieces that 
are ofthen mistaken by marine life as food and consistently finds their way into our oceans and our 
seafood. 

The products made from polystyrene foam clog our landfills, pollute our oceans and waterways, kill The products made from polystyrene foam clog our landfills, pollute our oceans and waterways, kill 
wildlife, and erode the health of our communities. 

This ordinance bans the sale and distribution of polystyrene products, including cups, bowls, plates, 
coolers, ice chests, meat and fish trays, and egg cartons. 

Single use plastic utensils and straws will only be available to restaurant customers by request only.

The City of San Diego will work with businesses, large and small, to transition away from polystyrene foam 
to more sustainable products. The Director of Environmental Services Department will create and maintain 
a list of suitable and cost-effective alternatives for each product. 

Waivers will be made available to any business that demonstrates a financial hardship or currently has 
polystyrene foam products under contract. This will be available for up to 24 months. 

WHY BAN IT?
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ENFORCEMENT

STATUS

SUPPORTING COALITION

Violators will be issued a warning for an initial offense. 
Subsequent violations may result in a fine not to exceed:

$200.00 for a first violation; 
$350.00 for a second violation in the same 12-month period; and 
$500.00 for each subsequent violation in the same 12-month period.

The proposal passed the San Diego City Council Rules Committee on July 11th
 and is expected to be heard at the full City Council in early October 2018.
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